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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management                                           
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 2                              ENGLISH                         MARKING SCHEME

Half  marks  are  to  be  rounded  up  only  after  the  global  mark  has been arrived  at  (e.g. 55½ 
= 56).

SECTION A – LANGUAGE                                                                                         15 MARKS

Weighting:  Level 5:  16.7% =   2½ marks
                     Level 6:  66.7% =  10 marks
                     Level 7:  16.7% =   2½ marks

A.  Fill in each blank with ONE word from the box.  There are more words than you need. The 
first one (0) has been done for you.                                 10 x ½ mark = 5 marks (Level 6 - 7)     

                                                                                                     
1.   which (L6) 6.   or (L6)
2.   with (L6) 7.   but (L6)
3.   from (L6) 8.   While (L7)
4.   who (L6) 9.   also (L6)
5.   the (L6) 10. on (L6)

B.  Punctuate the following.   Rewrite it in the space provided.                  10 x ½ mark = 5 marks
                                                                                                   (Level 5 - 6)                                                                                                               

(No 3, 5, 6, 7, 10 Level 5)

Ever since I was a little girl,1  I was surrounded by animals. 2   We3 lived on a large farm and 

we kept all sorts of animals, 4 such as cows,5  sheep,6   pigs and even a horse.7 When I met my 

future husband, 8  John, 9  we decided to live on a farm too. 10  
No 7: accept as correct either a full stop or an exclamation mark.

C.  Underline the correct form of the verb from those in the brackets.  The first one has been 
done for you.                                                                    10 x ½ mark = 5 marks (Level 6 - 7)   

                                                                                                    
1.   will never forget (L7) 6.   was hitting (L7)
2.   feed (L6) 7.   did not know (L6)
3.   waters (L6) 8.   had made (L7)
4.   found (L6) 9.   were (L6)
5.   don’t you break (L6) 10. will give (L7)

LEVELS

5 -  6 - 7
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SECTION B – READING COMPREHENSION                                                        20 MARKS

Weighting: 15% - 20% =    3 marks Level 7
                    65% - 70% =   13 marks Level 6
                    10% - 20% =   4 marks Level 5

Note:
 Markers are reminded not to penalise language errors unless what is written is 

unintelligible.
 Answers do not have to be in full sentences.
 Unless otherwise indicated, award marks for answers which include the following content, 

which may also be rephrased.

1. Show whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F) by 
ticking () the correct column.

T F
a. Nick Bourne is British. 
b. Nick Bourne ran 7,000 miles in over 11 months. 
c. On average Nick Bourne ran about 50 miles a day. 
d. Nick Bourne’s run started in South Africa. 

4 x ½ mark = 2 marks (Level 7)

2. List four types of wild creatures that Nick saw during his run.

a. elephants c. hyenas
b. lions d. cobra

4 x ½ mark = 2 marks (Level 6)

3. Nick Bourne raised money for a charity that 
a. builds schools in Asia.
b. builds schools in Europe

 c. builds schools in Africa.
d. builds schools in Australia.

1 mark (Level 6)

4. Nick Bourne was not killed by terrorists because he said he was
a. American.

 b. British.
c. German.
d. French.

1 mark (Level 6)

In Question 5 fill in the gaps with a word or words from the passage.
5a. Nick experienced extreme heat in the Kalahari Desert.
5b. Nick experienced extreme cold in the mountains. / mountain paths.

2 x 1 mark = 2 marks (Level 6)
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6. Which two things did Nick suffer from during his run? Tick () the two 
correct answers.

a. fatigue
c. malaria

2 x 1 mark = 2 marks (Level 6)

7. Fill in the blanks with the words provided.
a. water
b. hydrated
c. calories
d. bodyweight

4 x 1 mark = 4 marks (Level 5)

8. Tick () the two reasons why Nick did not get enough sleep?
a. The weather.
b. The wild animals.

2 x 1 mark = 2 marks (Level 6)

9. Tick () the phrase which shows that Nick is a religious man.
b. But God was watching over me.

1 mark (Level 6)

10. The support vehicles Nick used during his run were
a. Land Cruisers.
b. Land Rovers.
c. Range Rovers.
d. Freelanders.

1 mark (Level 6)

11. After running across Africa what plans does Nick have?
He plans to organise a round-the-world relay run for charity.

1 mark (Level 7)

12. Match the following words from the passage with their meanings:
a. terrorists i. persons who use violence to frighten others 
b. convince ii. persuade

2 x ½ mark = 1 mark (Level 6)
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SECTION C – LITERATURE                                                                                     20 MARKS
Note: 
 Do not penalise language errors, as long as the answers are comprehensible.
 Unless the questions require the candidate to give a specific response or use specific words or 

phrases, award marks for answers that are similar to the models given or express the same 
meaning. 

Weighting:  10% =     2 marks - Level 7
                     70% =     14 marks - Level 6
                     20% =     4 marks - Level 5

Poetry – Unprepared Text – Answer all the questions.                                              (10 marks)                                   

1.    ‘The Cliff-tops’ is                                                                                           1 mark  (Level 7)
a. a descriptive and imaginative poem.

2. Underline the correct answers in each set of brackets.               4 x ½ mark = 2 marks (Level 6)
a. In the first two lines of the poem, the   (high  rocks   /   clouds    / grass and flowers   /  

cliff-tops )  on the ground at the top of the cliff  are compared to  ( the clouds   /  a 
seagull   / a carpet   /   clean air). 

b. This figure of speech is called (a personification  / a metaphor    / a simile  /                     
a description).

c. The poet helps us to imagine the (smell  /    tension    /    sadness  /  scene)  from the top 
of the cliff.  

3. The poem also helps us to imagine the scene by using colours.  Write down four colours 
mentioned in the poem.                                                              4 x ½ mark = 2 marks (Level 5)
Accept any four of the following:  lilac  /  gold  /  green  /  blue  /  white

 

4.  Underline the correct answer.                                                    5 x 1 mark = 5 marks (Level 6)

a. There is (an alliteration     /  a rhythm   /  a rhyme  /  a simile) in  “A flock of gulls 
are wheeling / And wailing”.  The ( effects   /   fun games  /    peaceful images  / sounds 
and actions ) made by the gulls are being described here.
b. The speaker is seated (on the beach   /  on the cliff-top  /  in the clouds  / in the sea)
c. The speaker feels  ( like a bird /   at one with nature  /  sad  /  worried) and (amazed  
/  dizzy   /   excited    /     angry )  in this poem.
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B. Prose – Unprepared Text                                                                                      (10 marks)

1. In question 1 tick () the correct answer.                                   2 x ½ mark = 1 mark (Level 7)

a. This passage is taken from 
ii. a thriller adventure.

b. The first paragraph describes
      iv.  a spooky night.
  

2.  a. Fill in the gaps with the words below.                                    3 x 1 mark = 3 marks (Level 6)                            
“The river, snaked through the valley …”  
Here we have an example of a metaphor.  The river moving in the valley is like a snake. We can 
imagine the twisting movement of the river.

3. Underline the correct answer.                                                      3 x 1 mark = 3 marks (Level 6) 
a. The phrase “the wind whispering” is an example of (a simile / a rhythm / an alliteration /         

a rhyme).  
b. It describes the (movement  / sound  /   cold  /  fear ) of the wind. 
c. The wind seems to be “whispering to the trees”; this is an example of (an alliteration  /                

a simile / a description   / a personification).

4. Mention one sound that Dick heard that night.                                                   1 mark (Level 6)

Accept any one of the various sounds mentioned in the passage that include:
the shriek of an owl  /  the mourning dog   /   the burning coal  /  the wind blowing  /  the 
whistling /  the dog whimpering or barking / the gate squeaking  / the crunching on the path 
/ the bang of the door knocker  / the creaking handle

5. Underline the correct words.                                                      4 x ½ mark = 2 marks (Level 5)

a. The sounds and the way the boy listened make this a (slow / frightening / cheerful   /  sad  )  
story. 

b. There are many short sentences like “Silence.” In this sentence there is only (one  /  a sad  /             
a  long  /  a funny)  word. This makes the story more exciting.
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SECTION D – COMPOSITION                                                                                   25 MARKS

Marking Criteria                                                        
 
 Irrelevant content should initially be marked according to the marking grid (below) and then 

up to 6 marks are to be deducted.  
  Format of email:  Up to 2 marks should be deducted if candidates do not observe the correct 

format.

Marking Grid
 The ‘Very Good’ and ‘Excellent’ bands are indicative of performance at Levels 7 and 8 

respectively.

Candidate performance demonstrates: 
20 – 25 marks
Excellent

  hardly any language problems.
  a very wide range and precision of vocabulary.
  idiomatic expressions and an ability to communicate subtleties of language.
  appropriate style.

15 – 19 marks
Very Good

  a good choice and range of vocabulary.
  reasonably appropriate style.
  correct sentence structures.
  fluency and coherence.
  few spelling errors.

10 – 14 marks
Pass

  adequate vocabulary.
  fairly accurate in structures and spelling.
  competence in communication.
  limited style.
  coherence.

5 – 9 marks
Weak

  limited vocabulary.
  lack of communication except in the simplest of terms.
  poor spelling.
  confused and incoherent structures.

1 – 4 marks
Very Poor

  very limited vocabulary.
  sentences are almost meaningless with no structure and very poor spelling.
  very little communication.


